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death benefit would not be an ‘‘inci-
dental death benefit,’’ the PBGC may 
instead offer a modified version of the 
optional form under which the death 
benefit would be an ‘‘incidental death 
benefit.’’ 

(d) Change in benefit form. Once pay-
ment of a benefit starts, the benefit 
form cannot be changed. 

(e) PBGC discretion. The PBGC may 
make other optional annuity forms 
available subject to the rules in para-
graph (c) of this section. 

[67 FR 16954, Apr. 8, 2002] 

§ 4022.9 Time of payment; benefit ap-
plications. 

(a) Time of payment. A participant 
may start receiving an annuity benefit 
from the PBGC (subject to the PBGC’s 
rules for starting benefit payments) on 
his or her Earliest PBGC Retirement 
Date as determined under § 4022.10 of 
this subchapter or, if later, the plan’s 
termination date. 

(b) Elections and consents. The PBGC 
may prescribe the time and manner for 
benefit elections to be made and spous-
al consents to be provided. 

(c) Benefit applications. The PBGC is 
not required to accept any application 
for benefits not made in accordance 
with its forms and instructions. 

(d) Filing with the PBGC—(1) Method 
and date of filing. The PBGC applies the 
rules in subpart A of part 4000 of this 
chapter to determine permissible 
methods of filing with the PBGC under 
this part. Benefit applications and re-
lated submissions are treated as filed 
on the date received by the PBGC un-
less the instructions for the applicable 
form provide for an earlier date. Sub-
part C of part 4000 of this chapter pro-
vides rules for determining when the 
PBGC receives a submission. 

(2) Where to file. See § 4000.4 of this 
chapter for information on where to 
file. 

(3) Computation of time. The PBGC ap-
plies the rules in subpart D of part 4000 
of this chapter to compute any time 
period for filing under this part. 

[67 FR 16955, Apr. 8, 2002, as amended at 68 
FR 61353, Oct. 28, 2003] 

§ 4022.10 Earliest PBGC Retirement 
Date. 

The Earliest PBGC Retirement Date 
for a participant is the earliest date on 
which the participant could retire 
under plan provisions for purposes of 
section 4044(a)(3)(B) of ERISA. The Ear-
liest PBGC Retirement Date is deter-
mined in accordance with this § 4022.10. 
For purposes of this § 4022.10, ‘‘age’’ 
means the participant’s age as of his or 
her last birthday (unless otherwise re-
quired by the context). 

(a) Immediate annuity at or after age 
55. If the earliest date on which a par-
ticipant could separate from service 
with the right to receive an immediate 
annuity is on or after the date the par-
ticipant reaches age 55, the Earliest 
PBGC Retirement Date for the partici-
pant is the earliest date on which the 
participant could separate from service 
with the right to receive an immediate 
annuity. 

(b) Immediate annuity before age 55. If 
the earliest date on which a partici-
pant could separate from service with 
the right to receive an immediate an-
nuity is before the date the participant 
reaches age 55, the Earliest PBGC Re-
tirement Date for the participant is 
the date the participant reaches age 55 
(except as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this section). 

(c) Facts and circumstances. If a par-
ticipant could separate from service 
with the right to receive an immediate 
annuity before the date the participant 
reaches age 55, the PBGC will make a 
determination, under the facts and cir-
cumstances, as to whether the partici-
pant could retire under plan provisions 
for purposes of section 4044(a)(3)(B) of 
ERISA on an earlier date. If the PBGC 
determines, under the facts and cir-
cumstances, that the participant could 
retire under plan provisions for those 
purposes on an earlier date, that ear-
lier date is the Earliest PBGC Retire-
ment Date for the participant. In mak-
ing this determination, the PBGC will 
take into account plan provisions (e.g., 
the general structure of the provisions, 
the extent to which the benefit is sub-
sidized, and whether eligibility for the 
benefit is based on a substantial serv-
ice or age-and-service requirement), 
the age at which employees custom-
arily retire (under the particular plan 
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